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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: MARR, XF, LE, SY, SG 

SUBJECT: UNIFIL AIRLIFT COSTS 

REF: STATE 110012 

1 . IN ABSENCE OF INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPARTMENT RE EUNDING 
UNTIL FINAL DAY OF AIRLIFT, EMBASSY MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH 
SARG BASED ON PRIOR USG AND UN EXPERIENCE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. FUEL COSTS USAF AIRCRAFT: US TOOK RES- 
PONSIBILITY FOR ALL FUEL COSTS ATTENDANT 

TO AIRLIFT. THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL PRACTICE 
PROVIDED IN USAF FOREIGN CLEARANCE GUIDE FOR SYRIA. PER 
SECTION 7 PARA E SUBPARA 2, FUND CITE IS REQUIRED AND US 
EMBASSY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT. AF 15 IS NOT USED IN 
SYRIA. STATE 101304 DIRECTED EMBASSY TO OBTAIN SUFFICIENT 
FUEL WITH NO INDICATION THAT SPECIAL FUNDING PROCEDURES WOULD 
APPLY. SARG NORMALLY REQUIRES UN TO PAY ALL FUEL COSTS IN CASH 
PRIOR TO AIRCRAFT'S DEPARTURE. IN THIS CASE, SARG ACCEPTED US 
EMBASSY ASSURANCES THAT IT WOULD MEET ALL COSTS IN LIEU OF 
CASH PAYMENT. 

B. LANDING FEES: 2 1 ST AF MCGUIRE MESSAGE 2201 12Z APRIL 
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PARA 8 STATED CLEARLY THAT DEPARTMENT WOULD PROVIDE FUND 

CITE FOR ' LANDING/SERVICE FEES.” BASED ON THIS, EMBOFFS 

TOLD SARG AUTHORITIES USG WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH FEES. 

NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE FORMALLY REQUESTING VIA DIPLOMATIC NOTE TO MFA 

THAT THESE FEES BE FORGIVEN IN LIGHT OF INTERNATIONAL 

PRACTICE. (IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT SARG AS 

MATTER OF PRINCIPLE HAS REFUSED TO FINANCE ANY PORTION OF UN 
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MIDDLE EAST PEACEKEEPING OPERATION.) 

C. EEES EOR CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES AIRCRAET: AT 

NO TIME IN TRAEEIC RECEIVED HERE DID DEPARTMENT INDICATE CAPITAL 
INTERNATIONAL WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS EUEL COSTS AND LANDING 
EEES. EMBASSY THEREEORE TREATED CAPITAL FLIGHTS AS INTEGRAL PART 
OP AIRLIFT AS INDICATED IN HQ MAC SCOTT APB MESSAGE 212220A 
APRIL WHICH INCLUDED CAPITAL CHARTERS IN SAYING THAT PUNDING 
WOULD BE PROVIDED BY DEPARTMENT OP STATE. CAPITAL AGENT HERE 
WAS PROVIDED ONLY 5000 POUNDS SYRIAN BY CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL 
TO COVER 

HOTEL AND PER DIEM COSTS EOR AIRCRAET CREWS. HAD 
EMBASSY OPPICERS NOT SIGNED EOR EUEL AND LANDING FEES, DC-8 
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO DEPART DAMASCUS AND ENTIRE 
MISSION WOULD HAVE BEEN UNACCEPTABLY DELAYED. 

D. VISAS: SARG GRANTED WAIVER OP VISA PEES EOR US MILITARY 
PERSONNEL AT REQUEST OP EMBASSY. 

2. TO RENEGOTIATE ARRANGEMENTS MADE WIHL SARG AT THIS POINT 
WOULD CAUSE SERIOUS EMBARRASSMENT TO THIS EMBASSY AND UNDERCUT 
OUR CREDIBILITY IN PUTURE DEALINGS WITH SARG OP THIS NATURE. 

3. REQUEST PUND CITE EOR PAYMENT OP EUEL COSTS AND ALSO 
LANDING PEES IN CASE OUR ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN WAIVER IS 
UNSUCCESSFUL. 
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